
Geochemical characteristics of West Molokai shield- and
postshield-stage lavas: Constraints on Hawaiian plume
models

Guangping Xu and Frederick A. Frey
Department of Earth, Atmospheric, and Planetary Sciences, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Room 54-1226,
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139, USA (gpxu@mit.edu)

David A. Clague
Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute, 7700 Sandholdt Road, Moss Landing, California 95039, USA

Wafa Abouchami
Max-Planck-Institut für Chemie, Postfach 3060, D-55020 Mainz, Germany

Now at An der Sandflora 5, D-55122 Mainz, Germany

Janne Blichert-Toft
Ecole Normale Superieure de Lyon, UMR CNRS 5570, Lyon, France

Brian Cousens
Ottawa-Carleton Geoscience Centre, Department of Earth Sciences, Carleton University, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada
K1S 5B6

Marshall Weisler
School of Social Science-Archaeology Program, University of Queensland, St Lucia, Queensland 4072, Australia

[1] There are systematic geochemical differences between the <2 Myr Hawaiian shields forming the
subparallel spatial trends, known as Loa and Kea. These spatial and temporal geochemical changes provide
insight into the spatial distribution of geochemical heterogeneities within the source of Hawaiian lavas, and
the processes that create the Hawaiian plume. Lavas forming the �1.9 Ma West Molokai volcano are
important for evaluating alternative models proposed for the spatial distribution of geochemical
heterogeneities because (1) the geochemical distinction between Loa and Kea trends may end at the
Molokai Fracture Zone and (2) West Molokai is a Loa-trend volcano that has exposures of shield and
postshield lavas. This geochemical study (major and trace element abundances and isotopic ratios of Sr,
Nd, Hf, and Pb) shows that the West Molokai shield includes lavas with Loa- and Kea-like geochemical
characteristics; a mixed Loa-Kea source is required. In contrast, West Molokai postshield lavas are
exclusively Kea-like. This change in source geochemistry can be explained by the observed change in
strike of the Pacific plate near Molokai Island so that as West Molokai volcano moved away from a mixed
Loa-Kea source it sampled only the Kea side of a bilaterally zoned plume.
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1. Introduction

[2] The processes that create long-lived sources of
hot spot-derived magma, i.e., a mantle plume, are
reflected in the geochemical characteristics of the
magmas. First order results are the well known
geochemical differences between ocean island and
mid-ocean ridge basalts and the geochemical
diversity of ocean island basalts [e.g., Hofmann,
2004]. Most recently the recognition of systematic
spatial and temporal geochemical variations in
Hawaiian basalts have provided constraints on
the processes that create the Hawaiian plume
[Abouchami et al., 2005; Bryce et al., 2005; Ito
and Mahoney, 2005; Ren et al., 2005].

[3] Recent Hawaiian volcanoes define two subpar-
allel trends, Kea and Loa, and according to Jackson
et al. [1972], East Molokai is on the Kea trend while
West Molokai is a Loa trend volcano (Figure 1a).
Hieronymus and Bercovici [2001] evaluated the
physical parameters that lead to subparallel chains
of volcanoes and the spacing of volcanoes along
these chains. They argued that a double chain of
volcanoes, the Kea and Loa trends, can form
during periods of high plume flux, i.e., a wide
plume stress region. Alternatively, a double chain
of volcanoes can arise from an off axis volcanic
load created by a change in relative motion of the
hot spot and overriding plate [DePaolo et al., 2001;
Hieronymus and Bercovici, 2001].

[4] Lavas forming Loa- and Kea-trend volcanoes
differ in major and trace element abundances and
isotopic ratios of Sr, Nd, Hf and Pb [e.g., Lassiter
et al., 1996]; one of the most reliable discriminants

is higher 208Pb/204Pb at a given 206Pb/204Pb for Loa

volcanoes compared with Kea volcanoes [e.g.,
Tatsumoto, 1978; Abouchami et al., 2005]. A
popular hypothesis is that Loa and Kea volcanoes
sample different parts of a plume that is geochem-
ically zoned in cross section [e.g., Lassiter et al.,
1996; Abouchami et al., 2005; Bryce et al., 2005]
(Figure 2), but Blichert-Toft et al. [2003] empha-
sized that vertical heterogeneities within the plume
are also important. A complication to the zoned
models (Figure 2) is that Loa-like lavas occur in at
least two Kea volcanoes: Mauna Kea [e.g., Eisele
et al., 2003] and Haleakala [Ren et al., 2006]. To
explain this complexity, Ren et al. [2005] and
Herzberg [2005] proposed that on a <1 km scale,
both Loa and Kea sources are present but that on
�20 km scale, depending upon location, either Loa
or Kea sources dominate (Figure 2d).

[5] Previously, we showed that lavas erupted at
East Molokai volcano have Kea-like geochemical
characteristics [Xu et al., 2005]. On the basis of
Kea-like Pb isotopic ratios of a dredged sample
inferred to be from West Molokai (sample D8-1 in
Figure 1b), Abouchami et al. [2005] concluded that
West Molokai volcano is also Kea-like and that the
isotopic differences between Loa and Kea trend
lavas do not extend to Molokai Island (Figure 1a).
However, Tanaka et al. [2002] noted that Sr-Nd-Pb
isotopic ratios of three subaerially erupted shield
lavas from West Molokai [Stille et al., 1986; West
et al., 1987] overlap with the field for Mauna Loa
lavas, and concluded that the West Molokai shield
includes lavas with both Kea- and Loa-like geo-
chemical characteristics. However, these data for
subaerial shield lavas, obtained more than 20 years
ago, have large uncertainties compared to modern
techniques, especially for determination of Pb
isotopic ratios, and no Hf isotope data exist. In
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this study we focused on West Molokai lavas and
find that this shield includes basalt with diverse
geochemical characteristics, ranging from lavas
similar to the extreme Loa end-member (i.e., Koo-
lau (Makapuu stage) [Huang and Frey, 2005b]) to
Kea-like samples. The presence of Kea- and Loa-
like lavas in West Molokai is consistent with small-
scale Kea and Loa heterogeneities in the source
(Figure 2d).

[6] An important aspect of understanding Hawai-
ian magmatism is that a typical Hawaiian volcano

evolves through four petrologically defined stages
[e.g., Clague and Dalrymple, 1987]: alkalic pre-
shield stage (�3% of volcano volume, observed at
Loihi seamount [Moore et al., 1982], Kilauea
[Sisson and Lipman, 2002], and Hualalai [Coombs
et al., 2006; Hammer et al., 2006] and assumed to
be present at all Hawaiian volcanoes); main tho-
leiitic shield stage (�95–98% of the volume,
present in all volcanoes); alkalic postshield stage
(�1% of the volume, present at some volcanoes);
alkalic rejuvenated stage (<1% of the volume,
present at some volcanoes). Postshield-stage and
rejuvenated-stage lavas are geochemically distinct
from associated shield lavas [e.g., Chen and Frey,
1985]; therefore they are important in documenting
changes in magmatic processes and sources as a
Hawaiian volcano matures. Previous studies
[Gaffney et al., 2004; Xu et al., 2005] used the
overlap of Sr, Nd, and Pb isotope ratios in late
shield/postshield lavas from Mauna Kea (<350 ka),
West Maui and East Molokai (�1.5 Ma) to show
that the portion of the hot spot sampled by Kea-
trend late shield/postshield lavas had long-term
geochemical continuity (Figure 1a). Do Loa-trend
volcanoes also maintain their distinct isotopic
characteristics as they transit from shield-stage to
postshield-stage volcanism? Among Loa-trend vol-
canoes Hualalai, Kahoolawe and West Molokai
have postshield lavas. Hualalai postshield lavas
have a Loa-trend Pb isotopic signature [Cousens
et al., 2003; Xu et al., 2005], while Kahoolawe
postshield and shield lavas overlap in Sr and Nd
isotopic ratios [Huang et al., 2006]. Another
objective of this study is to compare the isotopic
characteristics of shield- and postshield-stage lavas
from West Molokai. In contrast to Hualalai and
Kahoolawe, we find that postshield lavas at West
Molokai are Kea-like in their isotopic signature.

2. Geology

[7] Molokai was part of Maui Nui, a single large
island at about 1.2 Ma that included the present-
day islands of Maui, Kahoolawe, Molokai and
Lanai, an area 50% larger than the Big Island of
Hawaii today (Figure 1a) [Price and Elliott-Fisk,
2004]. West Molokai, the older of the two volca-
noes on the island of Molokai, has a peak height of
only 421 m. East Molokai volcano, which rises
1515 m above sea level, forms the eastern two-
thirds of the island and overlies lavas of West
Molokai volcano. West Molokai has received little
attention owing to its poorly dissected condition
and extensive soil cover. Shield-stage lava flows

Figure 1. (a) Young, �2 Ma Hawaiian volcanoes, i.e.,
from Molokai Island to Loihi seamount, define the
subparallel spatial trends, known as Loa and Kea.
Although Jackson et al. [1972] included Koolau
volcano on the Loa-trend, West Molokai is the oldest
Loa-trend volcano on the subparallel portion of the Loa-
and Kea-trends. The Molokai Fracture Zone crosscuts
the Hawaiian Ridge in the vicinity of Molokai Island but
is a complex feature consisting of two separate bands
[Searle et al., 1993]. (b) Map showing the location of
dredged sample D8-1 which was interpreted to be from
West Molokai [Tanaka et al., 2002] and dive T307
samples relative to the boundaries of the Nuuanu and
Wailau landslides derived from the Koolau and East
Molokai shield, respectively [after Moore and Clague,
2002].
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Figure 2
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dip 2 to 10 degrees away from the principal
southwest and subordinate northwest rift zones,
which join near the summit (Figure 3). Some dikes
are exposed where coastal erosion has cut into the
rift zones. Unlike East Molokai or most other
Hawaiian volcanoes, there is no evidence of a
summit caldera. About 16 small spatter and cinder
cones are preserved on the surface of West Molo-
kai, particularly in the northwest quadrant of the
volcano; those that have been sampled (Figure 3)
range in composition from alkalic basalt to hawai-
ite. These cones and the flows erupted from them
constitute the alkalic postshield stage. No rejuve-
nated-stage lava is known atWest Molokai. Beneath
the sea, West Molokai extends west-southwest to
Penguin Bank, which has a flat surface at a depth
of 55 m below sea level. Penguin Bank may be a
subsided portion of the southwest rift zone of West
Molokai volcano but is more likely to be a separate
shield volcano (Figure 1a).

[8] Three samples of postshield-stage alkalic basalt
and hawaiite were dated using K-Ar techniques in
the U.S. Geological Survey laboratory at Menlo
Park by G. B. Dalrymple. The samples are from the
western flank (Figure 3). The results, presented in
Table 1 show that the postshield lavas erupted
between 1.72 ± 0.08 and 1.81 ± 0.08 Ma; they
are statistically indistinguishable and could all have
erupted at 1.76 ± 0.06 Ma, which we take as the
age of the postshield stage. Clague [1987] previ-
ously reported this age, but the analytical data were
not published. This age postdates by about 0.13 Ma
the end of the shield stage, represented by a highly
fractionated tholeiitic flow exposed near the sum-
mit (our samples 71WMOL-1, 74WMOL-3, and
74WMOL-5 are from the same unit; see Figure 3)
that McDougall [1964] dated at 1.89 ± 0.06 Ma
(corrected to modern decay constants). The time

period between the shield tholeiitic and postshield
alkalic stages is therefore inferred to be on the
order of several hundred thousand years, but could
be much shorter.

3. Sample Location

[9] Fifty-four whole-rock samples collected from
West Molokai were studied including 14 samples
which experienced postmagmatic REE-Y enrich-
ment [Clague, 1987] similar to that documented at
Kahoolawe volcano [Fodor et al., 1992]. Samples
with REE-Y enrichment were not chosen for iso-
topic studies.

[10] Forty-seven whole-rock samples were collected
from the subaerial surface of West Molokai
volcano; locations are shown in Figure 3. Many
of the tholeiitic lavas (20) were collected along
highway 460 northwest of Puu Nana. Most of the
alkalic lavas (15 of the 18 alkalic basalts and
hawaiites) are from the northwest part of West
Molokai (Figure 3).

[11] Glasses were collected from the margins of
three tholeiitic dikes (89FDD, WMO-11 and WFD)
southeast (<500 m) of Puu Nana and an alkalic
dike (89KAA-1) from near the north coast at Kaa
Gulch (Figure 3).

[12] Seven breccia samples were collected by the
remotely operated vehicle (Tiburon) �10 km from
the submarine north coast of West Molokai (T307
in Figure 1b). On the basis of their location, these
samples originated from the West Molokai shield.
They were collected while traversing upward along
a sediment-covered slope with outcrops of thin
breccia units. Samples R1 and R2 are from a lower
breccia unit with R1 below R2, samples R3 and R4
are loose blocks, samples R6 and R7 are from the

Figure 2. Five different plume models proposed to explain the geochemical differences between Loa and Kea
shields. (a) The concentrically zoned model assumes that Loa-trend volcanoes sample the core of the plume whereas
Kea-trend volcanoes sample the margin of the plume [e.g., Lassiter et al., 1996]. (b) The radially zoned plume model
is a variant of the concentrically zoned plume model [Bryce et al., 2005], which includes downstream distortion of the
plume by interaction with the Pacific lithosphere. In this model, Loa volcanoes never sample the margin of the plume.
(c) The bilaterally zoned plume model [Abouchami et al., 2005] assumes that the southwest side of the plume is
geochemically distinct from the northeast side of the plume. (d) The partly ordered zonation model [e.g., Herzberg,
2005] has the proportion of randomly distributed heterogeneities (in red) varying systematically from the Loa to Kea
parts of the plume. (e) The randomly distributed heterogeneity model has no systematic zonation [Huang and Frey,
2005a; Ren et al., 2005]. As drawn, Loa volcanoes sample a higher proportion of heterogeneities with low solidii,
perhaps recycled oceanic crust and sediment (red color), whereas Kea volcanoes which are at the plume center sample
a higher proportion of components (blue background) with high solidii. Note that all of these models emphasize the
lateral zonation of the plume (i.e., horizontal heterogeneity) and do not consider vertical heterogeneities; Blichert-Toft
et al. [2003] argued that because of the inferred high upwelling velocity of the plume, vertical heterogeneities are also
important and should not be neglected.
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same outcrop of an overlying unit and sample R8 is
from an upper breccia unit. Probably, but not
certainly, the sequence R1 to R8 is a chronologic
sequence of decreasing age.

[13] In addition to basaltic clasts, glasses from the
submarine breccia slope were also analyzed; they
include glass grains in sediment cores, glass from
rinds on basalt clasts in samples R4 and R8, glass
from the breccia matrix of samples R2 and R7,
glass in crack-filling hyaloclastite in sample R8,

and glass inclusions in olivine from sample R8.
Several of these glasses, including rinds on basalt
clasts in R4 and R8 are relatively undegassed, i.e.,
S contents > 0.056 wt% (Table 2), indicating that
they were derived from submarine flows [Dixon et
al., 1991]. However, melt inclusions in olivine
from the uppermost sample, R8, include degassed
and undegassed glass (Table 2). Mixing of subaer-
ially and submarine-erupted magmas is implied; a
likely scenario is that subaerially erupted, hence

Figure 3. Map of western Molokai Island showing locations of the studied samples. The inset is for the cluster of
samples collected along highway 460. The thick dashed lines represent the southwest and northwest rift zones. The
dive samples (T307) were collected from �10 km north of the West Molokai coast (Figure 1b). Most of the tholeiitic
lavas were collected along highway 460 northwest of Puu Nana. Samples 84WMOL-1C and 84WMOL-1D were
collected along highway 460 between the two arrows. Five tholeiitic glass samples (WMO-11, 89FDD-1, 89FDD-2,
WFD, and WFD-1) were collected from three dikes southeast (<500 m) of Puu Nana. An alkalic glass from a dike
(89KAA-1) was collected near the north coast at Kaa Gulch. All the other glass samples are artifacts from settlement
sites near Moomomi on the north coast. Most alkalic basalt and hawaiite were sampled from the northwest West
Molokai, i.e., beach cobbles, near western coastal outcrops from Kawakiuiki to Puu o Kaiaka, and cones, Okoli, Puu
Apalu, and Nau Puu Kulua, close to the 100 m contour. Three alkalic samples (in red) were analyzed for K-Ar ages
(Table 1).
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degassed, magma retreated into a magma reservoir
(the 1959 Kilauea Iki eruption is an example
[Dixon et al., 1991]), was incorporated into olivine
and subsequently included in a submarine-erupted
magma. An important implication is that West
Molokai existed as a subaerial shield when this
submarine breccia formed.

4. Sample Preparation

[14] The subaerial whole-rock samples were coarse
crushed and pieces were hand-picked using a
binocular microscope in order to avoid highly
altered portions and sawed surfaces. The freshest
pieces (�4–6 gram) were washed in an ultrasonic
bath three times (5 min each) using MQ-H2O; they
were dried on a hotplate and crushed into fine
powder in an agate shatterbox. These powders
were used for trace element analyses by inductively
coupled plasma mass spectrometry (ICP-MS) and
after acid leaching, isotopic analyses were deter-
mined by thermal ionization mass spectrometry
(TIMS) and multicollector ICP-MS (see Appendix A
for analytical methods).

[15] Altered surface of the glass from the three
dikes was removed using a minisaw before coarsely
crushing to less than 2 mm pieces. Fresh glass was
picked from the greater than 0.5 mm but less than
2 mm fraction. This glass was coarsely crushed
inagate and fresh pieces were selected using a
binocular microscope before crushing to fine pow-
ders for trace element analysis by ICP-MS.

[16] Basaltic clasts from the submarine breccia
slope were crushed in an agate mortar for trace
element and isotopic analyses and in steel for major
element analysis. Major and trace element abun-

dances were determined at the Geoanalytical Lab-
oratory at Washington State University, and Sr, Nd,
Hf and Pb isotopic ratios were determined at
Carleton University, Ecole Normale Supérieure in
Lyon and Max-Planck-Institut fur Chemie (see
Appendix A for analytical methods).

5. Petrography

[17] Many of the West Molokai shield-stage tho-
leiitic lava flows are less than 50 cm thick. The
subaerial lavas have 3% to 25% vesicles and are
sparsely porphyritic (<2%) with olivine, plagio-
clase, clinopyroxene and orthopyroxene phenoc-
rysts, but lavas from the submarine breccia slope
have abundant olivine phenocrysts (>10%) except
T307-R2 with less than 2%. The postshield-stage
alkalic lavas, dominantly hawaiite with subordinate
alkalic basalt, are typically aphyric.

6. Geochemical Results

6.1. Major Element Compositions

[18] Lavas from West Molokai range from older,
tholeiitic basalt and basaltic andesite (hereafter
referred to as highly fractionated tholeiite) forming
the shield to younger alkalic basalt and hawaiite
forming the postshield (Figure 4).

6.1.1. Glasses

[19] Glass from West Molokai has been used to
infer a local origin of artifacts from the Moomomi
region on the north flank of the shield (Figure 3).
Specifically Weisler and Clague [1998] showed
that these artifacts are compositionally similar,
either to glass margins on tholeiitic dikes found

Table 1. K-Ar Age Data for West Molokai Alkalic Lavasa

Sample K2O, wt% Weight, g 40Ar*, mol/g 40Ar*% Age, Myr s

84WMOL-5 (Puu Apalu) 1.030 ± 0.005 12.389 2.73 � 10�12 21.8 1.838 0.092
11.392 2.46 � 10�12 15.8 1.658 0.083

Weighted mean age 1.74 0.13
71WMOL-4 (Na Puu Kulua) 1.489 ± 0.012 9.761 3.59 � 10�12 19.4 1.673 0.084

9.883 3.80 � 10�12 28.0 1.771 0.089
Weighted mean age 1.72 0.08
84WMOL-3 (Puu o Kaiaka) 1.361 ± 0.010 9.776 3.62 � 10�12 12.0 1.847 0.093

9.570 3.48 � 10�12 22.2 1.776 0.089
Weighted mean age 1.81 0.08

a
Isotopic abundance and decay constants for 40K are lb = 4.962 � 10�10/yr, le = 0.581 � 10�10/yr, and 40K/K = 1.167 � 10�4 [Steiger and

Jager, 1977]. Errors are estimates of analytical precision at 68% confidence level, whereas the errors for weighted mean ages are at 95% confidence
level. Means are weighted by the inverse of the variances. Analyses done at the U.S. Geological Survey in 1985–1986 by G. B. Dalrymple.
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Table 2. Glass Compositions for Rinds and Sand Grainsa

Sample
Analysis
Number SiO2 TiO2 Al2O3 FeO MnO MgO CaO Na2O K2O P2O5 S Cl Total

Glass in Breccia Matrix
T307-R2 1, 3–5 51.65 2.45 13.90 10.99 0.16 6.79 11.04 2.28 0.30 0.22 0.076 0.012 99.88

Glass Rinds on Basaltic Clast in Breccia
T307-R4 1–6 51.31 2.45 13.96 10.55 0.17 7.17 11.11 2.22 0.30 0.22 0.093 0.011 99.56

Sand Grains in Hyaloclastite
T307-R7 1–2 51.17 2.29 13.21 11.07 0.13 9.14 10.67 2.10 0.27 0.21 0.096 0.026 100.51
T307-R7 3–4 51.71 2.52 14.07 11.45 0.18 6.55 10.98 2.27 0.32 0.24 0.102 0.013 100.55
T307-R7 5 52.09 2.57 13.87 11.81 0.15 6.54 11.24 2.21 0.29 0.26 0.017 0.008 101.06
T307-R7 6 52.23 2.20 13.96 10.93 0.11 7.01 11.62 2.17 0.23 0.19 0.014 0.007 100.70
T307-R7 7 51.97 2.34 14.23 11.02 0.18 6.89 11.41 2.24 0.27 0.23 0.006 0.013 100.80

Glass Inclusion in Olivine
T307-R8 12 51.07 2.50 13.57 11.83 0.11 7.42 11.06 2.04 0.28 0.23 0.034 0.007 100.14
T307-R8 13 50.82 2.48 13.20 12.46 0.16 7.14 11.01 1.98 0.27 0.25 0.013 0.015 99.80
T307-R8 5 51.46 2.26 13.75 11.10 0.11 7.45 10.94 2.09 0.28 0.20 0.067 0.006 99.71

Glass Rinds
T307-R8 1–2, 4, 11 51.48 2.31 13.74 11.00 0.14 7.51 10.98 2.10 0.27 0.22 0.056 0.012 99.81

Sand Grains in Hyaloclastite Filling Lava Crack
T307-R8 6–10 51.67 2.60 13.74 11.92 0.15 6.38 10.97 2.20 0.30 0.25 0.004 0.009 100.18

Glass in Push Core (PC) Sediment, Collected From the Bottom of the Dive at 3451 mbsl
T307-PC65 1 51.41 2.57 14.31 10.85 0.20 6.57 11.13 2.27 0.30 0.25 0.104 0.014 100.13
T307-PC65 2 51.34 2.98 13.35 12.70 0.22 5.83 10.47 2.43 0.52 0.35 0.017 0.015 100.25
T307-PC65 3 51.13 2.72 13.86 11.67 0.18 6.24 10.65 2.30 0.33 0.27 0.122 0.014 99.67
T307-PC65 4 51.72 2.97 13.32 12.61 0.22 5.86 10.63 2.48 0.51 0.34 0.017 0.009 100.70
T307-PC65 5 51.58 2.93 13.34 12.48 0.20 5.81 10.46 2.43 0.50 0.37 0.013 0.008 100.13
T307-PC65 6 51.30 2.91 13.27 12.72 0.15 5.77 10.40 2.44 0.51 0.32 0.024 0.014 99.86
T307-PC65 7 51.37 2.57 14.27 10.90 0.17 6.59 11.07 2.32 0.29 0.25 0.110 0.010 100.07
T307-PC65 8 51.78 2.33 14.13 10.64 0.15 7.15 11.11 2.28 0.33 0.22 0.014 0.014 100.18
T307-PC65 9 50.75 2.37 13.73 10.83 0.16 8.00 10.98 2.12 0.28 0.24 0.083 0.012 99.67
T307-PC65 10 51.23 2.98 13.35 12.75 0.15 5.84 10.41 2.37 0.51 0.33 0.008 0.010 99.96
T307-PC65 11 51.33 2.83 13.96 12.07 0.16 6.18 10.82 2.28 0.32 0.26 0.107 0.014 100.50
T307-PC65 12 51.46 2.77 13.96 11.94 0.14 6.21 10.80 2.38 0.35 0.29 0.110 0.016 100.57
T307-PC65 13 51.38 2.98 13.35 12.87 0.24 5.75 10.58 2.28 0.51 0.36 0.014 0.007 100.33
T307-PC65 14 51.73 2.42 14.31 10.64 0.19 6.93 11.09 2.30 0.34 0.22 0.010 0.008 100.19
T307-PC65 15 51.40 3.03 13.20 12.96 0.20 5.68 10.37 2.51 0.51 0.34 0.010 0.007 100.22
T307-PC65 16 51.48 3.00 13.38 12.69 0.18 5.83 10.42 2.51 0.49 0.36 0.016 0.005 100.39

Glass Grains in Sediment, Collected From the Top of the Dive at 3337 mbsl
T307-PC76 1 51.73 2.92 13.35 12.69 0.18 6.73 10.55 2.39 0.50 0.35 0.012 0.005 101.43
T307-PC76 2 51.73 2.90 13.28 12.63 0.17 5.80 10.55 2.36 0.50 0.34 0.011 0.006 100.29
T307-PC76 3 51.70 2.94 13.35 12.82 0.20 5.89 10.48 2.39 0.48 0.34 0.017 0.012 100.65
T307-PC76 4 51.62 2.88 13.45 12.58 0.17 5.89 10.67 2.37 0.52 0.36 0.016 0.018 100.58
T307-PC76 5 51.94 2.95 13.37 12.60 0.20 5.82 10.52 2.43 0.51 0.35 0.014 0.013 100.74
T307-PC76 6 51.77 2.94 13.41 12.71 0.18 5.89 10.52 2.36 0.50 0.34 0.012 0.011 100.64
T307-PC76 7 51.77 2.96 13.18 12.85 0.22 5.85 10.44 2.43 0.53 0.37 0.011 0.006 100.63

a
Glass compositions are in wt%. Glass with S contents > 0.05 wt% (in bold) are submarine erupted, and the others are degassed and erupted

subaerially [Dixon et al., 1991]. The locations for T307-PC65 and T307-PC76 are (�157.1168, 21.4307) and (�157.1204, 21.4301), respectively.
Locations for T307R2, R4, R7, and R8 are in Table 3.
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near the summit or on the north shore dike of
alkalic basalt (Figure 5 and Table A1).

[20] A new result is that glasses from the subma-
rine breccia slope (T307 in Figure 1b) are tholeiitic
basalt (Table 2), but they are compositionally
distinct from glass margins on the dikes and artifact
glasses; specifically, at a given MgO content sub-
marine glasses are offset to higher CaO and lower
Na2O and P2O5 (not shown), but they have similar
SiO2 contents (Figures 5a, 5b, and 5c); also in a
Al2O3/CaO versus TiO2/Na2O plot the artifact and
dike glasses overlap the Mauna Loa field, whereas
the submarine glasses overlap the Mauna Kea field
(Figure 5d). Relative to tholeiitic glasses, the
alkalic glasses have lower CaO and SiO2 and
higher Na2O contents (Figure 5a, 5b, and 5c).

6.1.2. Whole Rock

[21] The tholeiitic whole-rock compositions
(Table 3) overlap the tholeiitic glass composi-
tions (Figure 6). For lavas with MgO > 7%
(basaltic clasts from the submarine breccia slope;
see Table 3) the contents of CaO, SiO2, TiO2,
Al2O3, Fe2O3* and P2O5 increase with decreasing
MgO which is consistent with olivine fractionation
and accumulation (Figure 6). For the basaltic lavas
with MgO < 7%, CaO content is positively corre-
lated with MgO thereby indicating the important
role of clinopyroxene fractionation (Figure 6a).
Some highly fractionated tholeiitic samples range
to high SiO2 (>53%) at low MgO contents (4–5%);

these samples have higher SiO2, P2O5, and lower
CaO, Al2O3, Fe2O3* and TiO2 at a given MgO than
other tholeiitic samples (Figure 6), indicating frac-
tionation of clinopyroxene + plagioclase + Fe-Ti
oxides. Such highly evolved tholeiitic lavas have
previously been described from distant parts of rift
zones where isolated magma chambers cooled and
fractionated [Helz and Wright, 1992; Clague et al.,
1995; Yang et al., 1999]. However, at West Molo-
kai and Waianae [Sinton, 1987] these fractionated
tholeiitic lavas erupted near the summit, perhaps
produced as the sub-caldera reservoir filled with
tholeiitic melt cooled and crystallized as magma
supply rate waned at the end of shield stage.

[22] Compared to tholeiitic lavas, at a given MgO
content, alkalic basalt lavas have lower CaO and
SiO2 and higher TiO2, Fe2O3* and P2O5 (Table 3
and Figure 6). These differences are consistent with
the commonly inferred decrease in extent of melt-
ing that accompanies the transition from shield to
postshield stages [e.g., Yang et al., 1996].

[23] Relative to basalt, hawaiites from the Kea
volcanoes (such as Mauna Kea and East Molokai)
are characterized by relatively high SiO2 (>49%),
low Fe2O3* (<12%) and low TiO2 (<3%) (Table 3
and gray shaded fields in Figures 6b, 6c, and 6e).
These features can be explained by Fe-Ti oxide
segregation [West et al., 1988; Frey et al., 1990]. In
contrast, West Molokai hawaiites trend to relatively
low SiO2 and high Fe2O3 and TiO2 contents
showing that Fe-Ti oxide fractionation was less

Figure 4. Na2O + K2O versus SiO2 classification plot showing that the West Molokai whole rocks and glass range
from tholeiitic to alkalic basalt and hawaiite. The alkalic-tholeiitic dividing line is from Macdonald and Katsura
[1964]. Major element data were adjusted to a Fe3+/(Fe2+ + Fe3+) molar ratio of 0.10. Whole rock samples with K2O/
P2O5 less than 1.21 were corrected for K2O loss during alteration (see Figure A2). Most whole-rock (54 samples) and
glass data are from this paper, but also plotted are literature data from Macdonald and Katsura [1964] (2 samples)
and Shinozaki et al. [2002] (36 samples).
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important in the formation of West Molokai
hawaiite (Figure 6).

6.2. Trace Element Abundances

[24] Trace element data are reported in Table 4.
Thorium content is positively correlated with abun-
dances of other immobile, incompatible elements
(e.g., Nb and Zr) in tholeiitic lavas (Figure 7).
Three of the four fractionated tholeiitic lavas with
relatively low CaO, Fe2O3* and TiO2 are offset to
lower Nb/Th, Sr/Nb and Eu/Th ratios (Figure 7),
which is consistent with Fe-Ti oxides and plagio-
clase in the fractionating mineral assemblage that
led to these tholeiitic lavas; i.e., Nb is compatible
in Fe-Ti oxides [Jang and Naslund, 2003] and Sr
and Eu are compatible in plagioclase relative to

clinopyroxene and olivine [e.g., Bindeman et al.,
1998; Blundy and Dalton, 2000; Bedard, 2005].

[25] Relative to tholeiitic lavas, at a given MgO
content, alkalic basalts have higher contents of
incompatible elements such as Th (Figure 7f), but
they have similar contents of heavy rare earth
elements (e.g., Lu in Figure 7e). These differences
are consistent with the interpretation that the
parental magmas of alkalic basalt were derived
by lower extents of melting with significant resid-
ual garnet [e.g., Yang et al., 1996]. Hawaiites have
the highest abundances of Th, Nb, Zr, Sr and Eu
(Figure 7) and relatively low Sc and Ni contents
(Table 4). These characteristics are expected for low
MgO lavas derived from an alkalic parental magma
by extensive fractionation of a clinopyroxene-rich
and plagioclase-poor assemblage. This scenario,

Figure 5. MgO versus CaO, SiO2, and Na2O and TiO2/Na2O versus Al2O3/CaO for West Molokai glasses. The
alkalic glasses of artifacts are identical to that of the alkalic dike, and they are distinguished from tholeiitic glasses by
lower CaO and SiO2 but higher Na2O at a given MgO content. Note that at a given MgO content tholeiitic glasses
from the submarine breccia slope have higher CaO and lower Na2O than tholeiitic glasses from the artifacts and
dikes. To avoid the effects of clinopyroxene and plagioclase fractionation, Figure 5d shows data only for glasses with
MgO > 6.5%. Fields for a typical Loa volcano (Mauna Loa) and a typical Kea volcano (Mauna Kea) are distinct;
submarine West Molokai glasses overlap with the Mauna Kea field, and the West Molokai artifacts and dike glasses
overlap with the Mauna Loa field. Data sources: West Molokai, this study; Mauna Kea, Garcia et al. [1995] and
Stolper et al. [2004]; Mauna Loa, Garcia et al. [1989, 1995], Garcia [1996], Moore and Clague [1987, 1992], and
Moore et al. [1995].
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plagioclase and olivine-dominated fractionation of
shield-stage tholeiitic basalt followed by higher
pressure clinopyroxene-dominated fractionation of
postshield alkalic lavas is evident at Mauna Kea
volcano [Frey et al., 1990].

6.3. Sr, Nd, Hf, and Pb Isotopic Ratios

[26] Isotopic data, Sr, Nd, Hf and Pb for West
Molokai lavas are given in Table 5; in addition, Hf
isotopic data for previously studied East Molokai

Figure 6. MgO versus CaO, SiO2, TiO2, Al2O3, Fe2O3*, and P2O5 for West Molokai whole rocks. For comparison,
tholeiitic glass data in which the total iron was converted to Fe2O3* are shown as green fields. Also shown for
comparison are dark gray fields for Mauna Kea hawaiite. The arrows in Figures 6a, 6b, and 6d show the effect of
olivine, plagioclase, clinopyroxene, and Fe-Ti oxide fractionation. Two West Molokai samples, MAH-35 [Shinozaki
et al., 2002] and T307R2 (this paper, Table 3), which have Koolau (Makapuu-stage)-like major element compositions
(i.e., high SiO2, low CaO, TiO2, and Fe2O3* at a given MgO content) are labeled. Five samples with high SiO2

contents (>53%) (designated as highly fractionated tholeiites (HFT)) which have experienced fractionation of
clinopyroxene, plagioclase, and Fe-Ti are grouped. In Figure 6b, lavas with K2O/P2O5 < 1.3 which have lost K are
labeled as a field. The whole-rock data from this study and literature data (2 samples from Macdonald and Katsura
[1964] and 36 samples from Shinozaki et al. [2002]) were plotted using the same symbols for clarity.
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lavas [Xu et al., 2005] are listed in Table 6. West
Molokai tholeiitic and alkalic lavas define inverse
trends in 87Sr/86Sr versus 143Nd/144Nd and
176Hf/177Hf plots (Figure 8). At the low 87Sr/86Sr
and high 143Nd/144Nd and 176Hf/177Hf end, West
Molokai tholeiitic lavas overlap with the field for
Kea shield lavas, but other West Molokai tholeiitic
lavas extend to higher 87Sr/86Sr and lower
143Nd/144Nd and 176Hf/177Hf overlapping with
Loa shield lavas; the extreme is sample T307R2,

which is similar to the Hawaiian end-member
defined byKoolau (Makapuu stage) lavas (Figure 8).
Two postshield West Molokai alkalic basalts and
five hawaiites, are nearly homogenous in terms of
Sr, Nd and Hf isotopic ratios (Figure 8). Two
tholeiitic basalts, 89KAA-2 and T307R4, have
isotopic ratios of Sr and Nd similar to these
postshield lavas (Figure 8). Sample 89KAA-2 is
from Kaa Gulch where alkalic basalt and hawaiite

Figure 7. Th abundance versus Nb, Zr, Sr, Eu, Lu, and MgO abundances for West Molokai lavas. Tholeiitic basalts
with REE-Y enrichment are not shown in the Th-Eu and Th-Lu panels. The 2 sigma uncertainties for the trace
elements analyzed by ICP-MS are ±3%.
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were also sampled (Figure 3); sample T307R4 is
from a loose block on a submarine slope of
sediment-covered thin breccia units (see section
3); therefore it is possible that these tholeiitic basalts
were intercalated with alkalic basalts erupted in the
postshield stage as observed at Mauna Kea [Frey et
al., 1991].

[27] On an eNd-eHf plot, West Molokai lavas
define a linear trend (Figure 9). Alkalic postshield
and some shield tholeiitic lavas overlap with the
field for Kea shield lavas; most of the West
Molokai shield lavas overlap with the field for
Mauna Loa lavas. The two most extreme West
Molokai lavas (84WMOL-1D(N) and T307R2) are
close to or overlap the field defined by lavas
forming the Lanai and Koolau (Makapuu-stage)
shields.

[28] In eNd versus eHf plot, East Molokai late
shield/postshield lavas overlap with the field for
other Kea shields, such as Mauna Kea (Figure 9).
Like other rejuvenated-stage lavas, East Molokai
rejuvenated-stage lavas are offset form the shield
trend to higher eHf at a given eNd; this offset has
been interpreted as evidence for a non-MORB
(mid-ocean ridge basalt) related, depleted compo-
nent in the plume source [Bizimis et al., 2005; e.g.,
Frey et al., 2005; Salters et al., 2006].

[29] West Molokai lavas range widely in
206Pb/204Pb ratios (17.84–18.44) and define elon-
gated trends in 206Pb/204Pb versus 208Pb/204Pb and
207Pb/204Pb space (Figure 10). The West Molokai

alkalic lavas have relatively high Pb isotopic ratios
and overlap with the field for late shield and
postshield lavas from East Molokai; in contrast,
most West Molokai tholeiitic shield lavas have low
Pb isotopic ratios (except for submarine samples
T307R4, R6, R7 and R8), and their trend extends
to the fields for Koolau (Makapuu-stage) and Lanai
shield lavas with sample T307R2 at the low
206Pb/204Pb extreme (Figure 10). Relative to other
West Molokai tholeiitic lavas, samples 84WMOL-
1D(N) and especially T307R2, which have distinctly
high 87Sr/86Sr, and low 143Nd/144Nd and 176Hf/177Hf
(Figures 8 and 9), are offset to higher 208Pb/204Pb at a
given 206Pb/204Pb; i.e., they have the highest
208Pb*/206Pb* (defined as (208Pb/204Pb-29.475)/
(206Pb/204Pb-9.307)), which is a characteristic of
Loa-trend lavas [Abouchami et al., 2005].

7. Discussion

[30] A major objective of this study is to determine
if West Molokai lavas have dominantly Loa- or
Kea-trend geochemical characteristics, and in par-
ticular, to determine if the geochemical distinction
between Loa- and Kea-trend lavas terminated at
Molokai Island as proposed by Abouchami et al.
[2005]. Although a minority of lavas at some
volcanoes are exceptions, most shield-forming
lavas of Kea- and Loa-trend volcanoes can be
distinguished by differences in major and trace
element abundances and isotopic ratios [e.g., Frey
and Rhodes, 1993; Frey et al., 1994; Lassiter et al.,
1996; Abouchami et al., 2005]. In the following
discussion, we use each of these data sets to
determine whether West Molokai shield lavas are
Kea- or Loa-like. Because the magmatic character-
istics of West Molokai lavas have been variably
affected by postmagmatic alteration, we first de-
termined the geochemical effects of such alteration
(see Appendix A, section A2). On the basis of
Appendix A, section A2, our discussion of mag-
matic characteristics uses the major element com-
position of glasses, the trace element ratios Zr/Nb,
Sr/Nb and La/Nb (screened for La/Nb < 1.25) and
isotopic ratios of Sr, Nd, Hf and Pb.

7.1. Loa or Kea? Constraints From the
Major Element Contents of West Molokai
Tholeiitic Glass

[31] Glasses are useful in showing major element
differences between Loa- and Kea-trend volcanoes
because they represent unaltered, quenched melt. A
difficulty with using the major element composi-
tion of glasses is that, like West Molokai glasses,

Table 6. Hf and Nd Isotopic Data for East Molokai
Samplesa

Sample 176Hf/177Hf 2s 143Nd/144Nd

Late Shield/Postshield Lavas
71PELE-19 0.283120 5 0.513017
71PELE-21 0.283137 4 0.513029
71WAIK-14F 0.283133 4 0.513015
71WAIK-10F 0.283137 5 0.513039
MT 5.3 + 375F 0.283121 5 0.513021
MT 4.6F 0.283107 4 0.513006
71HALW-4 0.283113 4 0.513012

Rejuvenated-Stage Lavas
74KAL-1 0.283175 5 0.513068
P5-252-2 0.283182 5 0.513063
P5-253-9 0.283172 3 0.513057
P5-253-11B 0.283174 4 0.513064
P5-253-12 0.283180 4 0.513072

a
Reported 2s applies to the last decimal place. Nd data are from Xu

et al. [2005].
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Figure 8. 87Sr/86Sr versus (a) 143Nd/144Nd and (b) 176Hf/177Hf for West Molokai and East Molokai lavas. For
comparison, the fields are shield-stage lavas from Kea and Loa volcanoes in Figure 8a and Mauna Kea shield and
postshield lavas and Loa shield lavas in Figure 8b. Only acid-leached Sr and Nd isotopic data were used to define
fields for Kea and Loa volcanoes. The error bars are 2s calculated for the means of 27 analyses of the NBS 987 Sr
standard, 12 analyses of the JNdi-1 Nd standard, and 28 analyses of the JMC-475 Hf standard. Data sources: East
Molokai, this study, Xu et al. [2005], and Basu and Faggart [1996]; West Molokai, this study (note that sample D8-1
(Figure 8a) is a dredged sample inferred to be erupted at West Molokai [Tanaka et al., 2002], but it has Sr and Nd
isotopic ratios distinct from all of our data for West Molokai samples); Mauna Loa, Abouchami et al. [2000], Blichert-
Toft and Albarède [1999], Cohen et al. [1996], DePaolo et al. [2001], Hauri et al. [1996], Kurz et al. [1995], Rhodes
and Hart [1995], and Stracke et al. [1999]; Mauna Kea, Abouchami et al. [2000], Blichert-Toft and Albarède [1999],
Blichert-Toft et al. [2003], Bryce et al. [2005], Kennedy et al. [1991], and Lassiter et al. [1996]; Kilauea, Chen et al.
[1996] and Pietruszka and Garcia [1999]; Kahoolawe, West et al. [1987] and Huang et al. [2005b]; Haleakala, Ren et
al. [2006]; West Maui, Gaffney et al. [2004]; Lanai, Gaffney et al. [2005]; Koolau, Roden et al. [1994] and Blichert-
Toft et al. [1999].
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they typically have relatively low MgO contents
(<7%) (Figure 5). Consequently, they have been
affected by fractionation of clinopyroxene and
plagioclase; for example, West Molokai glasses
with <6.5% MgO clearly show the effects of
clinopyroxene fractionation, i.e., a positive CaO-
MgO trend (Figure 5a). Therefore it is necessary to
use an MgO filter, >6.5%, to show the differences
between Loa- and Kea-trend volcanoes. For exam-
ple, the large data sets for glasses from Mauna Kea
(HSDP core [Garcia, 1996; Stolper et al., 2004])
and Mauna Loa [Moore and Clague, 1987, 1992;
Garcia et al., 1989, 1995; Moore et al., 1995;
Garcia, 1996] show that, relative to Mauna Kea
glasses, Mauna Loa glasses range to higher Al2O3/
CaO and lower TiO2/Na2O (Figure 5d). The West
Molokai glasses collected during dive T307 and
glass collected subaerially (i.e., artifacts and dikes)
differ significantly in that the submarine glasses
have higher CaO at a given MgO and lower Al2O3/
CaO (Figures 5a and 5d). Therefore the submarine
glasses are Kea-like, whereas subaerial glasses
(i.e., artifacts and glasses on dike margins) are
Loa-like (Figure 5d).

7.2. Loa or Kea? Constraints From Trace
Element Ratios in West Molokai Whole
Rocks and Glasses

[32] Relatively young, <100 ka Mauna Loa shield
lavas define a Zr/Nb versus Sr/Nb field that is
distinct from the field for shield and postshield
lavas from Mauna Kea (Figure 11). A complica-
tion to this Loa-Kea dichotomy is that some older,
>100 ka, Mauna Loa lavas [Kurz et al., 1995;
Morgan et al., 2007], overlap with the Mauna Kea
field; i.e., 15 of the entire data set (158 samples) for
Mauna Loa are within the Mauna Kea field.
Nevertheless, in general these trace element abun-
dance ratios in Hawaiian lavas are correlated with
isotopic ratios (e.g., Figure 12); therefore the Loa-
Kea trace element differences in Figure 11 are
interpreted to reflect Loa-Kea source differences
[e.g., Frey and Rhodes, 1993; Huang and Frey,
2003; Ren et al., 2005].

[33] Shield tholeiitic lavas from West Molokai
range from 11.6 to 15.3 in Zr/Nb. Subaerial tho-
leiitic whole rocks and glasses with MgO > 6.5%
have Zr/Nb > 14 and plot within the field for
Mauna Loa lavas (Figure 11). Submarine breccia

Figure 9. eNd (defined as 10000*(143Nd/144Nd/0.512638-1)) versus eHf (defined as 10000*(176Hf/177Hf/
0.282772-1)) for East Molokai and West Molokai lavas. Also shown are fields for late shield/postshield lavas
from Kea volcanoes (Mauna Kea, West Maui) and fields for shield lavas from Mauna Loa, Lanai, and Koolau
(Makapuu stage). Tholeiitic basalts 89KAA-2, T307R1, R4, R6, R7, and R8 that have Nd and Hf isotopic ratios
overlapping with the Kea field are labeled on the figure. Tholeiitic basalt 84WMOL-1D(N) and T307R2 with the
most unradiogenic Nd and Hf isotopic ratios are also labeled. Data sources are the same as for Figure 8.
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clast samples (T307R1, R2 and R3, all with MgO >
7.4%) from the lower part of the north slope also
have high, Mauna Loa-like Sr/Nb and Zr/Nb ratios,
whereas samples collected farther upslope
(T307R4, R6, R7 and R8) have low, Mauna Kea-
like ratios (Figure 11). If eruption age decreases

upward on this submarine breccia slope a Loa- to
Kea-like temporal trend is inferred from the breccia
clasts. However, glasses from this submarine brec-
cia slope with diverse origins, such as glass rinds
on basaltic clasts and glass grains in sediment
(Table 2), have Kea-like major element character-

Figure 10. 206Pb/204Pb versus 208Pb/204Pb and 207Pb/204Pb for West Molokai lavas and sample D8-1 (see Figure 8
caption). Fields for East Molokai, Mauna Loa, Lanai, and Koolau (Makapuu stage and KSDP) are shown. Filled
symbols are for triple-spike data, and open symbols are for traditional TIMS data. West Molokai lavas straddle the
Loa-Kea boundary line defined by Abouchami et al. [2005]. Data sources: this study as well as Abouchami et al.
[2000, 2005], Fekiacova et al. [2007], Wanless et al. [2006], Tanaka et al. [2002], and Xu et al. [2005]. The 2 sigma
errors shown are the maximum in-run uncertainties for triple-spike data and conventional TIMS (Table 5).
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istics (Figure 5). Consequently, the robust result is
that major and trace element compositions of the
West Molokai shield lavas show that both Loa- and
Kea-like compositions are present.

7.3. Loa or Kea? Constraints From
Sr-Nd-Hf-Pb Isotopic Ratios of West
Molokai Lavas

[34] Sr, Nd and Hf isotopic ratios for the West
Molokai shield lavas range widely (Figures 8 and 9).
At one extreme, samples are close to (84WMOL-
1D(N)) or within (T307R2) the field for the Loa
end-member defined by Makapuu-stage lavas of
the Koolau shield. Abouchami et al. [2005] pro-
posed that Pb isotopic ratios are the best geochem-
ical discriminant between Loa and Kea lavas. In
particular, Loa lavas have high 208Pb/204Pb at a
given 206Pb/204Pb, as measured by 208Pb*/206Pb*.
Consistent with their Loa-like Sr, Nd and Hf
isotopic ratios, samples 84WMOL-1D(N) and
T307R2 have relatively low 206Pb/204Pb and the
highest 208Pb*/206Pb* (Figures 10 and 13). At the
other extreme, samples 89KAA-2 and T307R4,
R6, R7 and R8 have Kea-like isotopic ratios very

similar to those of the West Molokai alkalic post-
shield lavas.

[35] In summary, West Molokai lavas shifted from
a shield containing both Loa- and Kea-like lavas to
a postshield with only Kea-like geochemical char-
acteristics. However, among the studied subaerial-
and submarine-erupted West Molokai shield lavas,
age constraints are not sufficient to assess if there
was a systematic temporal trend, such as Loa to
Kea, during growth of the West Molokai shield. On
the basis of existing data we infer a temporally
random sampling of Loa- and Kea-like sources. In
support of this inference a sample (MAH-35)
studied by Shinozaki et al. [2002] collected from
close to the summit of West Molokai has a major
element composition very similar to T307R2,
notably relatively low CaO and Fe2O3 and high
SiO2 at a given MgO (Figure 6). Consequently,
Loa-like samples occur low in the submarine
breccia section and near the summit.

[36] Also sample D8-1, dredged approximately
40 km from the West Molokai coastline (see
Figure 1b and Tanaka et al. [2002]), has consid-
erably lower 87Sr/86Sr, higher 143Nd/144Nd and
more radiogenic Pb isotopic ratios than any West

Figure 11. Sr/Nb versus Zr/Nb for West Molokai lavas. Fields for lavas from Mauna Kea and <100 ka lavas from
Mauna Loa are shown for comparison. Only lavas with major element data and with MgO > 6.5% are included to
minimize the effect of clinopyroxene, plagioclase, and Fe-Ti oxide fractionation on Sr/Nb and Zr/Nb ratios.
Nevertheless, there are a few outlier samples, such as Mauna Kea sample SR129-5.10 from the HSDP core which is a
plagioclase cumulate (13% plagioclase phenocryst [DePaolo et al., 1999]) resulting in anomalously high Sr/Nb (33.2
[Huang and Frey, 2003]) at a MgO content of 6.9% [Rhodes and Vollinger, 2004]. The 2 sigma uncertainties are 3%.
Subaerially exposed West Molokai shield lavas overlap the Mauna Loa field, but postshield lavas overlap the Mauna
Kea field. Samples (Rx) from the north breccia slope range from Loa-like at the bottom (R2) to Kea-like at the top
(R4, R6, R7, and R8). Data sources: Mauna Kea, Frey et al. [1990, 1991], Rhodes [1996], and Huang and Frey
[2003]; Mauna Loa, Rhodes [1995, 1996], Rhodes and Hart [1995], and Rhodes and Vollinger [2004].
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Molokai lava in this study (Figures 8a and 9); it
overlaps in these ratios with the field of Nuuanu
landslide samples that are inferred to be early,
Kea-like lavas of the Koolau shield (Kalihi-stage)
[Tanaka et al., 2002]. In this case the West
Molokai and Koolau shields have sampled the
full isotopic range expressed by younger Loa- and
Kea-trend volcanoes. Alternatively, we note that
the dredge location of sample D8-1 is within or
close to the proposed boundary of the Nuuanu
landslide which is inferred to originate from
Koolau volcano (Figure 1c) [Moore and Clague,
2002; Shinozaki et al., 2002]. Hence it is possible
that this dredge sample erupted at Koolau volcano
rather than at West Molokai.

7.4. Effects of the Molokai Fracture Zone
on Hawaiian Volcanism

[37] Previous geochemical studies suggested that
the Molokai Fracture Zone (MFZ) had an impor-
tant influence on Hawaiian volcanism [e.g., Basu
and Faggart, 1996; Abouchami et al., 2005]. The
MFZ, a large-offset fracture zone in the northeast
Pacific Ocean, was named from its intersection
with the Hawaiian island chain in the vicinity of
Molokai Island [Menard, 1962]. It is considerably
more complex than a simple offset of oceanic crust
with different ages because it consists of several
ENE-WSW tectonic lineaments forming two major
bands, the Oahu and Maui strands, which cross the
Hawaiian island chain (Figure 1a) [Searle et al.,
1993]. Oceanic lithosphere on opposite sides of the

Figure 12. La/Nb and Sr/Nb versus 208Pb*/206Pb* and La/Nb versus 143Nd/144Nd for West Molokai lavas. Fields
for Mauna Kea and Kilauea, Mauna Loa, and Lanai and Koolau (Makapuu stage) are shown for comparison. Filled
symbols are for triple-spike Pb data, and open symbols are for traditional TIMS Pb data. Samples which experienced
fractionation of plagioclase and Fe-Ti oxide are not plotted. These trace element ratios in West Molokai shield lavas
are correlated with radiogenic isotopic ratios and trend from the Loa to Kea fields. Therefore we infer that La/Nb, Sr/
Nb, and Zr/Nb (not shown) are source related. La/Nb is shown because this ratio is less sensitive than Zr/Nb and Sr/
Nb to processes such as partial melting and crystallization. Data sources: Abouchami et al. [2005], Eisele et al.
[2003], Gaffney et al. [2005], Huang and Frey [2003, 2005b], Pietruszka and Garcia [1999], Rhodes and Hart
[1995], and Wanless et al. [2006].
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strands has different ages and thicknesses [ten
Brink and Brocher, 1988; Searle et al., 1993].
For example, the Pacific crust south of Oahu is
older by �15 Myr. Hieronymus and Bercovici
[2001] noted that such differences should be evi-
dent in the volcanism on opposite sides of the
fracture zone, but the small inferred difference in
lithospheric thickness, only a few kilometers, is an

unlikely explanation for the dramatic increase in
volume at �2 Ma at Maui Nui. More likely
explanations are temporal variation in plume flux
[Robinson and Eakins, 2006].

[38] Basu and Faggart [1996] argued that the MFZ
enabled influx of a lower mantle plume component
represented by the Hawaiian geochemical end-

Figure 13. (a) 208Pb*/206Pb* versus 176Hf/177Hf for West Molokai and East Molokai lavas and (b) 208Pb*/206Pb*
versus 87Sr/86Sr for West Molokai lavas. Fields for lavas from Kea and Loa volcanoes are shown for comparison.
Filled symbols are for triple-spike Pb data, and open symbols are for traditional TIMS Pb data. Only literature data
with Pb isotopes analyzed by triple-spike and MC-ICP-MS are used in defining the fields for Loa and Kea lavas.
Using this filter, the fields for lavas from Loa and Kea volcanoes overlap only slightly; the region of overlap is
defined by lavas from Loihi and the low SiO2 group of shield lavas at Mauna Kea. West Molokai shield lavas include
Loa- and Kea-like lavas, whereas postshield alkalic basalt and hawaiite are Kea-like. Data sources are the same as
Figure 8.
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